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T O 
The Officers and Gentlemen 
OF THE 

INDEPENDENT ComranNyY | 
PRESTON VOLUNTEERS. | 
This DiscoursE, l 

(Preached and Publiſhed at 1 
their particular Requeſt) Ji 


1s, with great Reſpect, b 
inſcribed by their 


mo ſt humble Servant, 
&c. 


ROMANS XIll. I. 


Let every Soul be ſubb ject unto 
the higher Powers. For there 
is no Power but of God: the 
Powers that be, are ordained 


of God. h 


— > HEN this Epiſtle was written 
A a NxRo was Emperor of Rome. 


W | The Jews, from a miſtaken No- 

tion of their ſtill being the pecu- 
VARY ESI liar People of God, ſought all 
EASE! Opportunities of riſing againſt 
POE their Gentile Governors; ima- 
gining their Authority over them was-uſurped, 
and themſelves under no Obligation of paying any 
Regard to it. That this was the Temper of the 


Jews at that Time, and long before, appears from 
| their 
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their own Hiſtory : and at laſt, according to our 
Saviour's Prophecy, it ended in the total De- 
ſtruction of their City and State. — The Days 
ſpall come upon thee, that thine Enemies ſhall 
caſt a Trench about thee, and compaſs thee 
round, and keep thee in on every ſide, --- And 
ſhall lay thee even with the Ground, and thy 
Children within thee : and they ſhall not leave 
in thee one Stone upon another, (Luke xix. 42, 
44.) Which Prediction began to take Effect in 
this very Reign, and was compleated, ſome 
Years after the Writing of this Epiſtle, under that 
of VESPASIAN. 3 

To prevent therefore the Chriſtian Converts 
from falling into the ſame dangerous Error, or, 
being mill-d by the factious and rebellious Jews, 
from takin; p Arms againſt Cæs AR, or his Of- 
ficers; our Apiſtle, in the Scripture before us, 
writes tt in an earneſt and preſſing Exhortation 
to Obenroce and Submiſſion, and enforces it with 
Arguments drawn from Conſcience and Duty. 
The Caution was juſt and neceſſary ; and ſhews 
St. PAUL's tender Concern and Affection for 
thoſe he writes to, and how much he had at 
Heart, the Reputation of Chriſtianity, as well 
as the Safety of its Profeſſors. For the Gentiles, 
making no Diſtinction between Jews and Chri- 
ſtians, accuſed the one of entertaining the ſame 
ſeditious Principles with the other, looking upon 
them both as alize Enemies to their Authority, 
and upon every Occation, treating them as ſuch, 
The Gentiles, ſiys St. PETER, (1 Fet. ii. 12.) 


ſpeak | 


E ++ 

ſpeak againſt you, i. e. the Converts to Chriſtia- 
nity, as evil Doers, i. e. as Enemies to their (the 
Roman) Government ; impatient under it, and 
watching all Opportunities to throw it off. But, 
as he proceeds, (Ver. 13, 14, 15.) Submit your- 
ſetves to every Ordinance of Man for the 
Lord's ſake,whether it be to the King, as ſu- 
preme.— Or, unto Governors, as unto them 
that are ſent by him for the Puniſhment of 
Evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that 
do well.---For ſo is the Will of God, that with 
well-doing ye may put to Silence the Ignorance 
of fooliſh Men. That is, © Behave yourſelves 
* like good and dutiful Subjects to the Civil 
Power, under which, by the Providence of 
God, you now live. This it is your Duty to 
** do, if you would approve yourſclves worthy 
** of that Chriſtianity you make Profeſſion of; 
** which does not intermeddle with Civil Rights, 
but, in this Reſpect, leaves every Government 
as it finds it. For, as formerly Jewiſh Gover- 
nors were, by Divine Appointment, ſet over 
the Jew:*1 State for good Ends: So now, by 
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peror and his Deputies are become your Rulers 
tor the ſame Purpoſes, vis. to take Care of 
the Publick Peace, to guard the Rights of the 
People, to reward the Dutiful and Obedient, 


cc 
cc 
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And thus if you pay them that Subjection, 
which, by the Ordinance of God, they are 


- of Seditiouſneſs, which you, as Chriſtians, at 
* preſent 


the Permiſſion of. Providence, the Roman Em- 


and to puniſh the Diſloyal and Seditious. 


entit.ed to, you will take off that unjuſt Charge 


> 7 * 
_— 3 


| 
| | 


141 i 

« preſent lye under.” And not only fo, but 
you will likewiſe perform a Duty you are obli. 
ged to by the Religon you profeſs ; which is, 
(Ver. 16, 17.) That you uſe not your Liberty, 
* your Chriſtian Liberty,” for a Cloke of Ma- 
lictouſneſs, but as the Servants of God--- That 

ou --- Honour all Men. Love the Brother- 


hood. Fear God. Honour the King. 


, Such is StPeTrR's Arguments for Obedience 
to the Ruling Powers, addreſſed to Chriſtians 
in general, diſperſed throughout the ſeveral Pro- 
vinces of the Roman Empire. Saint PAuL's 
Epiſtle is inſcribed to the Chriſtiaus at Rome in 
danger whither he was now going. One 

iew the Apoſt's had in it, was, no doubt, 

to 2323 ſuch Calumnies, as his Enemies might 
endeavour to blacken his Character with, and ren- 
der him obnoxious to the Roman Magiſtrates, as 
a Diſturber of the Public Peace, By the Ma- 
lice of which Enemies, he was afterwards, in his 
Trial before FeL1x, ſet forth as a Peſtilent Fel- 
lo», and a Mover of Sedition among all the 
eos, throughout the World: (Alis xxiv. 5.) 
But his chief Deſign was the ſame with St. PE- 
TER'S, ViZ. to exhort the Chriſtian Converts to 
2 peaceable Behaviour to the Government they 
were placed under; not to enter into any Eu- 
agements and Conſpiracies againſt it. Let eve= 
ry Soul be ſubject unto the N Powers. For 

! there is nos Power but of God : the Fowers that 

be, are ordained of God. That is, I would not 


| 
| | * . 

| have you deceive yourſelves with that vain No- 
| tion 
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E 
tion your Countrymen of Judea are carried away 
with, that God is the Governor of the Jewiſh Na- 
tion only. He does not rule the World by thoſe 
Miſapprehenſions and narrow Prejudices you en- 
tertain of him. All Government is of him, 
Gentile no leſs than 7etwiſb. And it is the Act 
of his Providence, that you are now ſubject to 
the Authority of the Romans, as you formerly 
were to Rulers of your own Nation, by him 
ſpecially appointed. He then that reſiſteth his 
Authority, oppoſeth that by which it is eſtab- 
liſhed, and therefore cannot expect to efcape with 
Impunity. His Words are, (Ver. 2.) Whoſo- 11 
ever therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the | [7 
| 


Ordinance of God : and they that reſiſt, ſhall 
recerve to themſelves Damnation. Which laſt 
Word is not, I conceive, as ſome have imagi- ” 
ned Eternal Damnation in the next World; 1 
but, as the Original often ſignifies in the New | 
Tett.:.nent, temporal Puniſhment only in this. | | 
And fo it is to be underſtood of thoſe Penal. 

ties, which by the juſt Severity of the Laws, 1 
are, in all well- regulated States, uſual to be in- | 
flicted upon ſuch as by Tumults and Factious 
diſturb the Government. This ſeems clear from _ 
the next Words, wherein the true Ends of Go- © 
vernment, and conſequently the Neceflity of 
ſubmitting to it is declared. For Rulers (ver. z.) 
are not a terror to good Works, ſuch as are good 
by the Law of Nature, amongſt which may be 
reckoned certainly Obedience to Latful Go- 
vernment, but to the Evil, namely, all ſuch 
Practices as tend to diſorder and unſettle it. "or 
B thou 
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thou then not be afraid of the Power ? do that 


which is good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of 
the ſame. For (ver. 4.) he is the Miniſter of 
God to thee for Good : Meaning, that every Ci- 
vil Government, whether in the Hands of One, 
or Few, or Many; whether in a ſingle Order of 
Men, or in a mixed Body of different Ranks and 
Degrees; whether Abfolute or Limitted, is ſtill 
by Divine Permiſſion and Authority; for the 
Good of Mankind, for the Protection of the 
Peaceable, for the Maintenance of their Rights 
and Properties ; and all ſuch, who ſtudy to be- 
have in a quict and dutiful Manner, will be ſure 
to receive the Benefits of it. Hut if thou do that 
which ts evil, i. e. if thou break thoſe Laws, it 
is thy Duty to obſerve and keep, as the Rule and 
Meaſure of thy Civil Conduct, then, be afraid; 


for he beareth not the ſword in vain : for heis 


ihe Miniſler of God, a Revenger to execute 
IWrath upon him that doth Evil. i. e. He is or- 
dained in the general Courſe of God's Providence 
to cut off all ſuch Workers of Iniquity, as turn 
Faith into Faction, and make Religion a Cloak 
for Rebellion, by thoſe Laws, the Execution of 
which he is entruſted with. Nor ought Fear on- 
ly to keep us within the Bounds of Duty and 
Allegiance to the Powers ſet over us; but we 
muſt be obedicnt in Regard of the Ordinance of 
God. For, as the Apoſtle goeth on, (ver. 5.) 
Te muſt needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, 
i. e. for Fear of the Sword of temporal Juſlice ; 
but for Conſcience ſake ; 1. e. in Obedience to 


the Appointment of God, who requires you, as 
you 
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you expect his Favour and Approbation, or dread 
the Effects of his Anger and Diſpleaſure by a 
contrary Behaviour, to live orderly and ſubmiſ- 
fively under the Legal Conſtitutions, it may be 
your Lot to be at any Time ſubject to. And as 
a certain Proof of the Sincerity of your Obedi- 
ence to your lawiul Rulers, and of your having 
thoſe juſt Sentiments of Government you ought 
to have --- Pay you tribute alſo, for they are 
God's Miniſters attending continually on this 
very thing. --- Render therefore to all their 
Dries, Tribute to whom tribute is due, Cuſtom 
to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour 
to whom Honour. (ver. 6, 7.) Meaning, that as 
the Supreme Power is the Ordimance of God for 
the Good of the whole Community, each Per- 
ſon ought readily and cheartully to pay every juft 
and legal Demand that is made upon him, as his 
Share, towards the Support of it: And allo to 
pay all inferior and ſubordinate Magiſtrates 
that Eſteem, and Reverence, and Subjection that 
belong to the Characters they reſpectively bear. 


From this ſhort View of the Opinions of the 
two great Apoſtles, St PAUL and St PETER, on 
the Subject of Obedience and Submiſſion to Go- 


vernment, we may remark, 


FIRST, That Government in general, though 
no one particular Form of it above others, is the 


Ordinance of God, --- And, —- 


B 2 SECONDLY, 


SECONDLY, That the ſeveral Changes and 
Revolutions of Government are the Ordinance 
of God, © 


FIRST, That Government in general is the 
Ordinance of God, though no particular Form 
of it above others. 


In a State of Nature all Men are equal ; and 
here there is an Equality, no one has a Right 
to comrnand another ; nor can that other, with- 
out his own Conſent, be under any Obligation 
to obey. In ſuch Caſe it is viſible, if we conſi- 
der the general Depravity of Mankind, and 
how unable bare Reaſon is to keep them with- 
in the Lines of Duty, that Intereſt and Paſſion 
only would be the Rule, and mere Will and 
Caprice the Meaſure of Men's Actions. Pro- 

erty would be precarious ; every Man would 
think himſelf entitled to what he could ſeize ; 
the Weaker would ever become a Prey to the 
more violent, and Strength alone would deter- 
mine the Right of Poſſeſſion, Such Inconve- 
niences might indeed put a Number of Men, or 
Families, upon forming themſelves into Socie- 
tics, for their mutual Safety and Defence againft 
ſuch Invaſions. But yet, what would any ſuch 


Combination be, without ſome Order of Go- 


vernment, conſented and ſubmitted to amongſt 
themfelves, but a mere uncemented Multityde ? 


For every one being ſtill conſidered as entire 


Maſter of bis own Choice, and his own Actions, 
a Colliſion of Intereſts, and from thence Diſ- 


putes 


— 
* 


— 
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putes and Quarrels, would be unavoidable. So 
that by their confuſed Motions, ſuch an irre- 
gular Company would fruſtrate the very Fnd 


of their aſſociating, and terminate in nothing 


but Anarchy and Ruin. But is it poſhble to 
be ſcriouſly imagined, that the Supreme Being, 
by whom the whole Univerſe is put into the 
moſt excellent and exact Order and Regularity, 
and fo preſerved, that there is no one Part of it, 
but what is ſerviceable to the Good of the whole 
Syſtem : Can it, I ſay, be poſſible ſeriouſſy to 
imagine, That the Supreme Being, God infinite 


in Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ſhonld abandon ſo 


unruly a Part of his Works as Mankind, to the 


Direct ion of their own perverſe Wills and head- 


ſtrong Paſſions only 9 Far be it from us to en- 


tertain a Thought ſo unbecoming, what we 


ought to conceive, of the God of Order! 


If therefore the Nature and Tendency of Go- 
vernment be duely confidered ; it will be found 


ſo ſuitable to the preſent State and Condition, 


and Subjection to it fo abſolutely neceflary to 
the Happineſs of the World, in preferving the 
Peace and Order of it, and protecting every one 


1n an undiſturbed Enjoyment of what he hath a 


juſt Right to, from the Violence and Oppreſſion 


of all ſuch, as being more powerful than him 
felt, would deprive him of it; that no Law of 
Nature whatever ſeems more capable of folid 


Proof, that it is the Law of God, than this Pro- 


poſition does, that Government is th: Oradj- 
pance of Cod. For Man, if we take a ſhort 


View 


View of him in his preſent State, is ſurrounded 
with a Multitude of Wants, labouring under 
great Infirmitics, ſtruggling with abundance of 
Difficulties, in Need of a thouſand Things re- 
quiſite for his comfortable Subſiſtance in Life; 
and yet unable, without the Aſſiſtance of others 
of the ſame Nature with himſelf, either to pro- 
cure ſuch Things as are uſeful and neceſſary for 
his Support, or to preſerve himſelf from what 
would be hurtful and pernicious to him. So 
that no one can reaſonably doubt, but that God, 
who made Man for Happineſs and not Miſery, 
intended him for a Social Life. But Society it- 
ſelf, without Government, would be, as it was 
before obſerved, no other than a rude Multi- 
tude, uncapable of anſwering any good End or 
Purpoſe. By ſuch Reaſons Men have in all 
Ages been led to conſider Government as the 
Orainance of God ; and that even for their own 
Happineſs, Every Soul ought to be ſubject to 
the higher Powers, to honour their Characters, 
to revere their Authority, to reſpect their Per- 
ſons; and to think Obedience to all their juſt 
and Z2v0/ul Commands an indiſpenſible Duty. 


To what Form of Government ſuch Obcdi- 
ence is to be paid, God hath no where preſcribed. 
Religion hath plan d out no particular Model, 
but leaving it to the ſeveral States and Commu- 
nities in the World to fix upon what is moſt a- 
greeable to their own Genius and C ircumſtanccs, 
requires the Subject's Obedience thereto. For 
although all Men have agreed in the Neceſſity of 

Government 


1 


Government in general, yet this is all they have 
agreed in about it. As to the particular Manners 
and Kinds of it, and the Terms and Meaſures of 
Submiſſion to it, there are, and always have been, 
and always will be, various Opinions and great 
Differences. Some have cowardly given up their 
Liberty, the greateſt earthly Bleſſing, and glory- 
ing in their Chains, in their [gnominy, have 
tamely ſtretched out their Hands and their Necks 
to One Man, and authorized him to diſpoſe of 
their Lives and Fortunes as he thinks fit: Or 
have been reduced to this miſerable State of Ser- 
vitude by Right of Conqueſt. And ſuch Kind of 
Government 1s called abſo/utc Monarchy. Others 
think all People Slaves that are under Monarchy; 
and therefore that they might be at the greateſt 
poſſible Diſtance from it, have retained the whole 
Power in their own Hands, (diffuſing it equally 
amongſt the whole Body, and allowing no one 
Member any Share above another) under the 
Name of Democracy. Theſe are Extremes; 
and have been always found to be attended with 
grievous Inconveniences. To avoid which, a 
Third Kind hath been formed out of thefe Two, 
whereof the Prince and People have each their 
reſpective Share, under proper Reſtrictions a- 
greed upon, and conſented to on both Sides. 
And this is that Kind, that we ourſelves live 
happily under: 1 ſay, Happily ; for it hath all 
the Advantages of both the other united, with- 
out the Inconveniences of either by itſelf. The 
People's Rights and Liberties are guarded on 
the one Hand; the Prerogatzive of the Crown 


on. 
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on the other. The Intereſt and Happineſs of 
both are bound up together; an Union that can- 
not fail to be ſtrong and durable, ſo long as the 
Prince is wiſe enough to be fatisfy'd with a le- 
gal Authority ; and the People are wiſe enough 

to yield, without Reluctancy and Murmuring, 

a legal Subjettion. 


But if any one Form of Government is to be 
admitted as the Ordinance of God, excluſively 
of all others, it muſt be that under which St. 
Pau wrote his Epiſtle : And this was abſolute 
and wnlimited Monarchy ; or, in other Words, 
the moſt cruet Tyranny in the Prince, and moſt 
abject Servitude in the People. In ſuch Cale, 
there can be no ſuch Things as Law, Liberty 
or Property. The Lives and Fortunes of 
Millions of People muſt lye at the Mercy of 
One of their own Fellow-Creatures, and per- 
haps the moſt worthleſs of the whole Human 
Species. And the more wiſe, and brave, and 
eirtuaus, any of the Subjects ſhould be, the 
greater, of Conſequence, muſt be their Danger, 
whenever the Power ſhould fall (a Thing, we 
know from the Hiſtory of paſt Times, very poſ- 
file) into the Hands of a C Hard, a Tool, or a 
Knave. And we need not be told that ſuch 


. Governors are in no Places ſo common, as where 


unlimited Monarchy is the Government. That 
this is univer{ally the Ordinance of Cod: That 
ſuch Beaſts of Prey as a CALIGULA os a NERo, 
a DoMmiTIian or an HEL1I0GABALUS are the 
Miniſters of God for the SubjeQ's Gd; 

That 


| 1 

That Tyrants are his Meſſengers ſent for the 
Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for the Praiſe 
of them that do well; and are a Terror ut to 
good Works, but to the evil only, muſt be 
left to be proved by the Paſſive- Obedience, and 
Non-Reſiſtance Men; the great Sticklers for the 
iudefeaſible, hereditary and divine Right of 
Kings. A Doctrine big with Abſurdities, Falſe- 
hoods and Slavery; deſtructive of all ſocial Good; 


utterly ſubverſive of the natural Rights and Li- 


berties of Mankind; ever abhorred by all gene- 
Tous Nations; and diſhonourable to the Good- 
neſs, and Wildom, and Juſtice of God. 


But if the Apoſtle's Words are to be taken in 
a limited Senſe ; and by the Higher Powers are 
to be underſtood Conſtitutions founded in Laws 
made, and mutually conſented to, by the Prince 
and People; then Obed ienee and Submiſſion to 
the Prince, ſo long as he governs by thoſe Laws, 
are ſtrictly due; and may be recommended and 
preached up in the ſtrongeſt Manner, and with- 
out Reſerve, For then Obedience is for the Peo- 
pte's Good, and the true Ends of Government 
are fully anſwered. For originally the whole 
Power was in the People ; but for the more eaſy 
and convenient Exerciſe thereof, they conſented 


among themic]ves to part with a Share of it ta 


preſerve the Remainder, and put themſelves un- 
der the Conduct of one Man, choſen by them- 
ſelves, (but ſtill reſtrained in his Authority by 
Laws of their own making) whom they judged 
moſt fit, as well to keep them in Peace and Order 
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at home, as to head their Armies abroad, and 
protect them from the Inſults and Invaſions of 
powerful and ambitions Neighbours. And fo 
long as ſuch legal Reſtrictions are preſerved in a 
State, and made the Meaſure of the Prince's 
Government, and the Meaſure of the Subject's 
Obeaience, there will be no room for Jealouſy 
or Diſtruſt on either Side. Both Prince and Peo- 
ple will be ſafe and happy, and place a mutual 
Confidence in each other. And fuch a Model of 
Government as this, wherein the Good of the 
whole Community is wiſely conſulted for, and 
effectually ſecured, hath the greateſt Appearance 
of any of being the Ordinance of God. 


But when, violating the moſt ſolemn Con- 
tracts and ſacred Oaths, the Prince ſhall erect 
himſelf into a 7Zyrant,---when he ſhall make his 
own Mill the Standard of his Government; and 
Proclamation to be no longer, what 1t ought to 
be, the bare notifying and enforcing of Law, 
but Lato itſelf. When he ſhall impoſe upon 
his Subjects what is contrary to Law and Con- 


ſcience.---When he ſhall claim a diſpenſing Pow- 


er over the Laws in being, and fill all Places of 
Truſt and Confidence with Perfons, by the Le- 
gi/ature wiſcly diſgualify'd. --- When he ſhall 
erample upon the Liberties, invade the Proper- 
tics, and impriſon the Perſons, and take upon 
kim to alter the ſtabliſhed Religion of the Peo- 
ple.---When, in ſhort, he ſhall endeavour to de- 


[troy the Conſtitution he ought to preſerve ;, but 


finding himſelf unable to finiſh the #nuſtifiable 
Scheme, 


5 


Scheme, rather than reform his Conduct, and 


rule according to Law, he ſhall chute to aban- 
don his Subjects, and deſert the Charge they had 
entruſted him with: Moſt certainly the People 
are, in ſuch Caſe, to be conſidered as in their 
State of Nature, and may juſtly reſume their 
original Right of providing for their own Secu- 
rity, in whatſoever Manner they themſelves ſhall 
judge moſt proper. And Revolutions ſo brought 
about, to prevent the Ruin of an injured, inno- 
cent People, may reaſonably be aſcribed to the 
over-ruling Power and Goodneſs of God. And 


therefore it may be remarked, 


SECONDLY, That the ſeveral Changes and 
Revolutions in Government are the Ordinance 


of God. 


We are generally too forward to aſcribe all 
extraordinary Effects to ſecond Cauſes; whereas 
we ſhould do better and more witely, would we 


look up to the firſt and ſupreme Cauſe of All; 


eſpecially in accounting for ſuch mighty and im- 
portant Events, as Chanzes and Revolutions in 
Government, upon which the Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery of a whole People may depend. Second 
Cauſes are nothing but Inftruments in the Hand 
of God, to effect whatever Alterations in the 
World he plcaſcth ; in the Civil, as well as in 
the Natural World, For by him Kings rein, 
aud Priuces decree Juſtice.— y him Princes 
rule, and Nobles, even all the ſudges of the 
Earth, Prov. viii. 15, 16. He changeth the 
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times and the '-— : he removeth Kings, 
and ſetteth up Kings, Dan. ii. 21. And Da- 
vip, who was himſelf an Inſtance of it, declares, 
that God ig the Fudge : He putteth down one, 
and ſetteth up another, Pal. Ixxv. 7. 


When God defigns to bring about any ſuch 
great Changes, he diſpoſeth, in a wonderful 
Manner, the Minds of Men, and makes them 
ſubſervient to his own wiſe Purpoſes. With Ex- 
amples of this Kind Hiſtory abounds. But we 
need not have Recourſe for them ſo far back, as 
to the Annals of A yria or Perſia, of Judea, 
Greece or Rome, We may furniſh ourſelves 
nearer Home. Our own Story, to go but little 
more than half a Century back, will ſupply one 
no Way inferior to any to be met with in anti- 
ent Hiſtory, either for the extraordinary Manner 


in which it was brought about, or for the happy 
Effects of it. 


If we look back to the Year One thonſand 
fix hundred and Eighty eight, we ſee a dread- 
fully black and gloomy Cloud, big with Slave- 
ry and Superſtition, hanging over the Nation, 
and ready to burſt upon it, without any viſible 
Means of diſpelling it. The King was deter- 
mined to offer up the Old Engliſh Eſtabliſh- 
ment both in Church and State, as a Sacrifice to 
Popery and Arbitrary Power. At Home there 
were little or no Hopes of Deliverance ; the 
King had a ſtrong Army in his Pay, and moſt 
of the Civil and Military Poſts of Conſequence 

were 


1 
were in the Hands of profeſſed Papiſts, willing 
and ready to execute his Jawleſs Will and Plea- 
"ſure. Abroad, the Circumſtances of the ſeve- 
ral Powers of Europe were at that Time ſuch, 
as afforded no Prolpect of timely and effectual 
Succours to ballance the Power of France, who 
was in Confederacy with our own Sovereign and 
his Jeſuited Council, to overwhelm every Thing, 
that can deſerve the Eſteem and Veneration of 
Britains. The Dutch, indeed, had our Deli- 
verance much at Heart, and were powerful at 
Sea and Land ; but how greatly inferior was 
their whole Strength to tho united Force of 
France and England. 


Thus were the Religion and Laws and Li- 
berty of England upon the Brink of Ruin, when 
God was pleaſed to raiſe up a glorious and migh- 
ty Deliverer in the Prince of Orange. The 
Enter prize was great and generous; the Succeſs 
aſtoniſhing and miraculous ; and the Hand of 
God viſibly conducted and crowned it, making 
all Oppoſition fall before him, till he received 
the Crown he greatly merited. Nor was that 


great Man an Inſtrument in the Hand of God, 


to heal, for a ſhort Time only, the Breaches 
that had been made in our envied Conſtitution ; 


or 


* The King of Spain ſo weak as not able to defend him- 
ſelf. [be Empire engaged in a War againſt the I/ in 
rhe Eaſt. The Kingdoms of Sweden and Denmaik re- 
mote, and at ſuch natural Enmity with one another, that 
AI one ſhould fide with Franceor Hugland, the other would 
Engige againſt it, Cox A's Detection, &c. Page 648. 
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or to ſecure that Generation alone from the Re- 
turn of thoſe Evils he had reſcued it from; but 
conſidering that Princes themſelves muſt die like 
other Men, he extended his Care to Poſterity, 
by getting the Crown entailed, after the Demiſe 
of Queen ANNE without Iſſue, upon the In. 
trious Houſe of Hanover : A Houſe illuſtrious 
not only for the Brightneſs of its own diſtingui- 
ſhed Worth, for the glorious Actions it hath at- 
chieved, and the many Heroes it hath produced, 
againſt the Enemies of Liberty and true Religion ; 
but for being, in the Proteſtant Line, the next 
Heir to the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms. 


I need not recount the many ſignal Providen- 
ces, that appeared in the Preſervation of King 
WILLIAM, during a moſt laborious Reign; and 
ever ſince in Favour of this Act of Settlement, 
by which we are, if we were wiſe enough to 
know, and gratefvl enough to acknowledge it, 
the happieſt People upon Earth. And for ſecu- 
ring which Bleſſing to us, the Name and Me- 
mory of that generous and glorious Prince, that 
cure of Tyrants, and, under God, the Guar- 
dian of Engliſh Liberty and the Proteſtaut Re- 
ligion, will be dear to every honeſt Engliſhman, 
ſo long as the Englitn Name and Freedom re- 
main. I need not recount the ſcurrilous Libels 
the Nation ſwarmed with in the latter End of 
the 2rveen's Time, avowedly written in Defence 
of the Pretender's Title; nor the Cry of the 
Church's Danger, with other infamous Steps that 
were taken by the Thi and Jacobite Party, 

to 
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to inflame the People againſt the Succeſſion, and 
to get a new Miniſtry in order to ſet it atide, 
At length arrived the important Time, that was 
to produce a rich Harveſt of national Bleſſings. 
Men of the greateſt Uprightneſs and Abilities 
were removed from the public Adminiſtration ; 
a General crown'd with Laurels was recalled 
from the Field, and a Stop put to the Courſe of 
our victorious Arms. The Advantages the Peo- 
ple had Reaſon to expect from a long ſucceſsful 
War were {lighted or neglected, and ſuch as had 
been gained in the Courſe of it were many of 
them yiclded up. Our natural Enemy was 
courted and confided in ; our natural Allies vi- 
lify'd and betray'd ; an inglorious Peace made, 
and the Honour of the Queen and the Nation 
ſacrificed. And all this was done, as the World 
had too much Reaſon to believe, with Defign 
to fruſtrate the Act of Settlement, and to impoſe 
a Popiſh Pretender upon the Nation. But 
God's watchful Eye eaſily fees through the dark- 
eſt of human Countels, and his powerful Arm 
as eaſily daſheth them to Pieces. He conducted 
his late Majeſty pcaceably to the Throne, in 
ſpite of the Oppolition of his, and the Nation's 
Enemies, 


I need not recount the many Plots and Re- 
bellious Attempts, that were made by the Inſti- 
gation and Encouragement of the ſame ever- 
reſtleſs Party, againſt the Life and Crown of 
that Great and Good Prince. Much leſs need 
1 take Notice, in this Place, of the unnatural 

and 


aw 

and unprovoked Rebellion ſo lately raiſed, fo 
heavily felt, and not yet, tho' we truſt in God | 
it ſoon will be, totally extinguiſhed, againſt his 
preſent Majeſty and Government; in Favour of 
an abjured Papiſt, the pretended Son of that very 
King, who had brought our Religion and Liber- 
ties fo near to Deſtruction, as to require the In- 
ter poſition of Providence for their Preſervation, 
This Rebellion God hath, in Anger for our Sins, 
ſuffered to proceed ſo far as to do infinite Miſ- 
chiefs ; yet he hath, in Mercy to us, ſet Bounds 
to it, that it ſhall not paſs. And He who ſtil- 
teth the Noiſe of the Seas, and the Noiſe of 
their Waves; will fay to the Rage and Mad- 
neſs of a rebellious Multitude, Hitherto ſhall 
ye come, but no farther. To conclude this 
Point; if we conſider the greatneſs of this Re- 
volution in its Nature, and in its Effects; the 
Manner in which it was brought about; and how 
viſibly Heaven hath declared in Favour of it, by 
blaſting from Time to Time all the Schemes, 
and defeating all the Attempts of its Enemies; 
no reaſonable Doubt can remain of its being the 


Ordinance of God. 


From what hath been ſaid, I would obſerve, 


FIRST, What great Obligations we are under 
of Thankſgiving and Praiſe to the Father of 
Mercies, tor the many providential Deliverances 
he hath from Time to Time vouchſafed this 
Church and Nation. And, as a Proof, that he 


is {till watchful for our Good, He hath ſet over 
us 


ts we . 
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us a King, who is, in the trueſt and fulleſt 


Manner, the Preſerver of our Civil Liberties, as. 


well as the Defender of our Faith. For, had 


the Succeſſion to the Crown in the Houſe of 


Hanover been defeated ; and the Craft and Ma- 
lice, the Machinations and Rebellions of it's 
Enemies ſucceeded in ſettling the Pretender on 
the Throne; one trained up in the Slaviſh Prin- 
ciples of French Government, and Romiſh Su- 


perſtition ; we muſt have fallen under a worſe 


than Egyptian Servitude, under a Servitude 
both of Mind and Body. We muſt either have 
ſubmitted to the groſſeſt Idolatry in Worſorp, 
and the moſt bare-faced Abſurdities and Con- 
traditions in Belief : Or have ſealed our Pro- 
ſeſſion of a rational Faith, and holy Religion 
with our Blood. The Nation has had moſt ſen- 
fible and convincing Proof of the tender Mer- 
cies, and loving Kindneſſes of Popery towards 
Proteſtants, under the Reigns of two Popiſh 
Princes, within as few Ages. Thoſe chaſtiſed 
with J/þips, but this would have ſcourged us 
with Scorpions. Thoſe ated with the cruel 
Spirit of Popery only ; but this would have ra- 
ged with that of Revenge added to it, for ha- 
ving ſo long kept him from that Throne he fool- 
iſhly claims a Right to. Our Civil Liberties 
would certainly have ſhared the ſame Fate. Our 
Necks muſt have ſubmitted to a foreign Yoke. 
For had the late Attempts ſucceeded, in Favour of 
the Pretender, by the Aſſiſtance of the French 
King ; what leſs could have ſatisfy d his aſpiring 


Views, than Britain, = Check upon his Pride, 
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that Curb to his Ambition, reduced to the State 
of a dependent Province, and its free-born Sons 


made, what his own Subjects are, SLAVES? 


But God's Mercies are great ; He hath deli- 
vered 1s from the Hand of them that hate us, 


aud we will rejoice in his Salvation, We will 


magnify the Lord, for he hath ſet us up, and 
not made our Joes to triumph over us. 


1 would obſerve, 


SECONDLY, The great Obligations we are 
under of paying all dutiful Allegiance to our 


Lareful and Night ful Semsnsign King GEORGE, 
by a chearful, an reacy, and unreſerved Obe- 


dience to all his juſt Commands. A Prince, who 
claims no 4/vine Right to enſlave his People, 
nor thinks himſelf at all the leſs a King, for 
having his Power bounded by Law. A Prexce, 
who hath never yet tranſgreſſed theſe Bounds, 
nor aſſumed any Power to violate the Rights of 
his Subjects; but eſteems it his Duty, makes it 
his Care, and thinks it his greateſt Glory, to 
make them happy. A Prince who accounts no 
Man as /:s Friend, who is not firſt a Friend to 
his Country. And theretore we ought not to 
look upon any one to be a Friend to his Country, 
(let the Good of his Country be never ſo much 
in his Mouth) who is not at the ſame Time, in 
his Heart, a Friend to his King. A King who 
hath the juſteſt Title to the People's Confidence, 
as it does not appear, that he hath ever yet once 
atiempied to overſtrain the Prerogative, nor 2 
rie 
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ried it perhaps ſo high, as he might in ſome In- 
ſtances have legally done. And in the Courſe 
of a much longer Reign than moſt of his Prede- 
ceſſors enjoy'd, not one Action of his can be 
produced contrary to Law. Our Happineſs as 
a har our very Being, as a Proteſtant and 


Free 


his Majeſty and his Royal Houſe, and the Main- 
tenance of the Act of Settlement, by which the 
Crown is entailed upon it. This Act the whole 
Intereſt of the Papacy is combined to overturn. 
It becomes us therefore in point of Duty and In- 
tereſt, both to curſelves, and to our Poſterity, 
every one of us to the utmoſt of our Power, ac- 
cording to our ſeveral Abilities, and in our ſeve- 
ral Stations, to labour to diſappoint their iniqui- 
tous Attempts againſt us; and to keep off our 
Necks that intollerable Yoke, which Rome and 
France want to faſten on. But this is not to be 
done with Proſpect of Succeſs, or Hopes of the 
Approbation and Afiſtance of God, but by a 
fanhful Adherence to our happy Conſtitution 
in Church and State, and an z:/baten Lovalty 
to his Majeſty, and the Royal Family. This 
was evidently the Senſe of the Nation during our 
late Times of Danger and Diſtractions. The 
general and voluntary Sub{criptions and Muc ia- 
Lions entred ito in Defence of the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, arc an undoubted Teſtimony or the 
Value and Eſteem all Ranks and Degrees of Men 
have for it, and of their Retolution never to ſee 


it overturned, in Favour of a Pop1/h Pretender. 


Such Engagements, breathing a true Enziſh 
| D 2 Spirit 


cople, are wrapt up in the Preſervation of 
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Spirit, and inſpired with a becoming Indignation 
at the inſdlent Affronts offered to their Sovereign, 
whoſe public and private Virtues challenge their 
higheſt Veneration and ſtcem, and his wrſe and 
gentle Adminiſtration their utmoſt Loyalty and 
Gratitude, as they cannot fail to diſcourage our 
Enemies, and to animate our Friends, both at 
Home and Abroad, can never be mentioned 
with all the Honour they deſerve. And great, 
inexpreflibly great muſt his Majeſty's Satisfaction 
and Pleaſure be, to find his Subjects (a few un- 
thinking or deluded People only excepted) ſo ge- 
nerally firm and ſteady to his Perſon and Govern- 
ment, and to their own Duty and Intereſt. But 
all Combinations of Men are weak and fruitleſs 
without the Bleſſing of God; and therefore, 


J would obſerve, 


LasTLy, That we ought to endeavour a- 
bove all Things to make God our Friend. Let 
us therefore not only be at all Times zcalous for 
his Majeſty's Service, and our Country's Good; 
but zealous alſo in the Service of the King of 
Kings, But it is ſurely an odd Kind of Zeal, 
and fuch as neither God nor the King can ap- 
prove of, that ſhews itſelf as it hath lately done, 
in riotgus and tumultugus Aſſemblies. It is a 
Zeal, but not according to Knowledge, and is 
condemned both by the Religion and Laws of 
our Country, which 'tis our Duty and Intereſt, 


and which we pretend, to defend: It is diſap- 


proved of by all wife and good Men, and * 
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fore ought to be diſcountenanced in all .others. 
Let me therefore, as it is my Duty to do, ex- 
hort thoſe that hear me of the /ower Claſs of 
People, to forbear all ſuch unlawful Proceedings. 
Breaking of Windows is not rejoicing, but is 
breaking the Peace, It is Licentiouſneſs, not 
Liberty, which is hereby abuſed into a Cloke 
of Malicionſneſs, and acting not as the Ser- 
wants of God, nor as dutiful and obedient 
Subjects of the King. It is Not honouring 
all Men. It is Not loving the Brotherhood, 
It is Not fearing God, It is Not honouring the 


King. 


The only proper Leal therefore that we can 
ſhew, and which we ought toſhew, conſiſts in our 
promoting the Honour of God, and the Intereſt 
of his true Religion, by the Amendment of our 
Lives, and the Reformation of our nora Con- 
dudt, We have certainly a better Religion than 
our Enemies. But what will this avail, unleſs. 
we lead better Lives ? To what Purpoſe is it that 
the Goodneſs of God has ſo long continued to 
us the Bleſſing of the true Faith, if we never- 
theleſs hve like Infidels ? What Advantage can 
we propoſe to ourſclves from the Liberty of wor- 
ſhiping God in a Manner molt agreeable to him, 
if we make but little or no uſe of this Liberty, 
and ſeldom worſhip him at all; at leaſt with ſo 
much Coolneſs and Indifferency as not to be the 
better for it ? Theſe Things, Brethren, ought 
not to be. Since we have the Light of the 
Goſpet ſhining upon us brighter than any other 
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Country, let it be our Care to walk anſwerable 


to this Light. This if we do, God, who is a 


ſure Guide and Defence to all ſuch, as put their 
Truſt and Confidence in him, will continue to 
confound the Devices, and blaſt all the wicked 
Enterprizes of our Enemies againſt us. The 
Piety and Virtue of the Subjects will engage Hea- 
ven to protect the King, and to perpetuate to his 
People the inviolable Bleſſings of true Religion, 
the mildeſt Government, the moſt equitable 
Laws, and Liberty andiſturbed. Bleſlings we 
enjoy by his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne, which in Duty to this Day we are now 
aſſembled to ſend up our united Thanks and 
Praiſes to God for. | 


Natizal Zeal for the Proteſtant Cauſe, and a 
Proteſtint King, was never more hearty and con- 
ſpicuous than at preſent. And if we be not 
wanting to ourſelves, we have no Reaſon to 
doubt, but that God will crown, with his Bleſ- 
figs, our ſo honeſt and commendable Endea- 
vours. If we ſerve and fear him with all our 
Heart and with all our Mind, h Hill bleſs us; 
He will bring to light all the dark Counſels that 
may be formed, and give us the Victory over all 
the open Attempts that may be made againſt us, 
and {caitir all ſuch as delight in Mar. He 
will hear our Prayers, grant the King a long 
Life, and continue is Reign over us, long, 
happy, and victorious, but cover his Enemics 
with Ditappointment and Contution, And when 
he ſhall pleaſe to remove him hence, full of 

Years 


1 
Years and full of Glory, from an earthly to an 
heavenly Diadem; may He in his Mercy to 
theſe Kingdoms, continue the Crown to his Son, 
and to his Son's Son, to lateſt Poſterity after him; 
till all earthly Empires ſhall moulder away, 
and. Time itſelf be loſt in Eternity. 
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